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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR THE YEAR 2007
by Hugo Vickers

Chairman of the Jubilee Walkway Trust

2007 proved to be an unexpectedly exciting year for the Trust. We had two

exceptional royal visits, first when Her Royal Highness The Countess of Wessex

unveiled a panoramic panel to commemorate the 80th Birthday of Her Majesty The

Queen at Horse Guards on 17 January (of which we published photographs in last

year’s report), and then when Her Majesty The Queen and His Royal Highness The

Duke of Edinburgh jointly unveiled a panel in Parliament Square to commemorate

their Diamond Wedding.  

The Diamond Wedding panel unveiling took place in Parliament Square immediately after the Service of

Thanksgiving at Westminster Abbey to mark the Thanksgiving Service. Though the actual anniversary was on

20 November, the service was on 19 November, because Her Majesty and His Royal Highness were leaving for

Malta and Uganda. The panoramic panel marked a significant development in the type of panels we hope to

produce in the future. It contained a considerable Braille element to make it more accessible to the partially

sighted.  One feature was a telephone number that could be rung. Then a message described the view that

could be seen with historical information. On the panel itself the significant landmarks were done in relief too,

so that, for example, a partially sighted person could “see” Big Ben for the first time.  

The unveiling was filmed live on BBC 24, and attracted considerable coverage in the national press. Our

Patron, His Royal Highness The Duke of Gloucester, was also present at the unveiling, with the Lord Mayor

of Westminster, Councillor Carolyn Keen. After the unveiling the Duke attended a reception in the Crypt of

Westminster Abbey, by kind permission of the Dean of Westminster, and introduced the Trust’s initiative for

the Jubilee Greenway.

In addition to the Jubilee Walkway itself, the Trust is delighted to be developing the Jubilee Greenway - a new

route designed to connect the main London Olympic Games venues. It extends some sixty kilometers round

London. Most of it already exists, but the plan is to make it a safer and pleasanter route, and one which will

help people get to the Olympic venues, whether on foot, on bicycles, or in some cases even on horseback. Jim

Walker has done sterling work in creating this imaginative scheme, and we have had enthusiastic support from

British Waterways, Royal Parks and the London boroughs through which the Greenway passes. The Jubilee

Greenway has already become a most exciting project. As ever the Trust is keen to be able to add some of its

experience towards helping the whole Olympic experience.

The Jubilee Walkway itself remains in good condition and we continue to seek ways of improving it in a variety

of ways, not least in donating benches, planting trees, and where appropriate placing new panoramic panels

and updating existing ones.  

None of these activities would be possible without the generous help given to the Jubilee Walkway Trust by so

many sponsors and donors. In particular I would like to thank Transport for London, the seven managing

authorities and the Dog Rose Trust. We work well together to maintain the Walkway as one of the best city

walks in the world.
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The Trust’s Activities in 2007

On 12 July, the anniversary of Max Nicholson’s

birth, The Trust undertook the second walk

arranged by his son, Piers Nicholson.  This time we

started in Gordon Square, where we were able to

inspect seating donated by the Trust, and then we

walked south, ending the official walk on the South

Bank by Tate Modern. Piers and members of his

family led the way and several Trustees walked

with them. It was again a chance to explore the

route, and for Trustees to talk informally as they

walked along. I am glad that Piers is again planning

another walk. It is becoming a firm fixture in the

Walkway’s calendar. 

The ‘Green’ sub-committee continued its

enhancement work under the chairmanship of Joyce

Bellamy. This year it donated seating to Woburn

Square, and since then has been active in increasing

awareness in the King’s Cross, St Pancras area.

Joyce Bellamy and the Chairman attended a garden

party on 15 May in Woburn Square, arranged by

the University of London, at which Her Royal

Highness The Princess Royal, Chancellor of the

University of London, was present. 

The Trust has helped to create a ‘green wall’ on the wall

of the British Library opposite the entrance to the

new Channel Tunnel rail Terminus, of which more

details will be given in the 2008 Annual Report.

The Trust gave more seating to Tate Modern

Community Garden. This garden has to some extent

replaced the William Curtis Ecological Park, near

Tower Bridge, an early feature of the Walkway on the

South Bank, which together with Potters Field

Garden was later developed as a car park.

The Trust was represented by John Parker at the

Annual General Meeting of the Metropolitan Public

Gardens’ Association Held at Templ on 29 June.

Panels

Illustrator Rebecca Elliot and manufacturer

Photocast designed and installed both the new

panoramic panels unveiled in 2007 – the new one

at Horse Guards and the one in Parliament Square.

The second panel was further developed than the

earlier one, following advice from the specialist

charity The Dog Rose Trust and it is hoped that

future panels can be as inclusive to people with

visual impairments. It remains a matter of concern

that some of the earlier panels need frequent re-

inking and some have suffered from either

vandalism or the extremes of weather.  Since these

panels are widely viewed, we seek ways of ensuring

that they remain in good condition and fulfil their

function of interpreting the view to passers-by.

The Jubilee Walkway was represented at the

Thames Festival as part of London Walking

Weekend on 15th and 16th September, originally

established in partnership with ITV in 2002. The

weekend was again popular and more than 5,000

Jubilee Walkway maps were distributed. Free

guided walks on sections of the Walkway were

again provided by blue badge guides, sponsored by

Transport for London, and were very popular.

Further promotional events took place regularly on

the Walkway throughout the year. Free guided

walks were organised in partnership with Walk

London during their ‘spring into summer’, ‘autumn

ambles’ and ‘winter wanders’ programmes. 

Picture Here

Embossed Detail of the new panel at Parliament Square
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The Association of Blue Badge guides held their

annual free guided walks event again in central

London focussing on free walks along the Jubilee

Walkway too in Februrary which proved ever popular. 

Our Christmas card this year showed the unveiling

of the panoramic panel by Her Majesty The Queen

and His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh on

19 November. 

News from the Trust

The Trust was saddened to lose Peter Drew, OBE,

a Trustee since its inception in 1977. Peter died on

4 June 2007. A Memorial Service was held at All

Hallows by the Tower on 5 November, and was

attended by the Chairman and a number of Trustees,

including Sir James Swaffield. Afterwards Wendy

Drew was host at a reception at Trinity House. 

Peter’s involvement with the Jubilee Walkway

dated back to the Silver Jubilee. He was at the

forefront of the development of St Katharine’s

Dock, saving it from being filled in and paved over

and retaining it as a river harbour, which in turn led

to considerable regeneration in Docklands. St

Katharine’s Dock is virtually next to the Tower of

London, where the first length of the Walkway

ended. Although Peter was not a member of the

London Celebrations Committee, he assisted Sir

James Swaffield when he was arranging The

Queen’s Silver Jubilee river progress. Sir James was

keen that The Queen should land in as many

London boroughs as possible. St Katharine’s Dock

was an obvious port of call. When it proved

difficult to muster schoolchildren for various

bureaucratic reasons, Sir James appealed to Peter,

and with his habitual enthusiasm, he made all the

arrangements in such a way that not even the most

recalcitrant headmaster could demur. 

Peter was interested in the Walkway which came so

near to St Katharine’s Dock. It was not long before

a loop of the Walkway was leading walkers around

the dock. It is fair to say that the very survival of

the Walkway for so many years owes much to

Peter’s unfailing support since he became a

Her Majesty The Queen with HRH The Duke of Edinburgh unveiling a new panel in
Parliament Square in celebration of their Diamond Wedding Anniversary.
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Trustee. Though well funded at the beginning and

well funded now, the Walkway has had periods when,

without enthusiasm and help, it could perhaps

have gone the way of so many organisations. Peter

was always ready to offer his advice and support,

and his optimistic approach helped the Trust through

more than one difficult period.  

It is almost impossible to encapsulate Peter’s

extraordinary career and wide and varied interests

in a few lines. He was born on 4 September 1927

and educated at Kingston College and Hendon

College. He studied architecture and in 1954

started a housing company in Lytham St Anne’s,

later working for Willetts and Bernard Sunley

Investment Trust buying land and developing

housing. In 1965 he joined Taylor Woodrow, rising

to be Chairman between 1989-92. He founded St

Katharine by the Tower in 1970 and ran it until

1992, pioneering the re-development of the East

End of London and London’s Docks. He went on

to advise Margaret Thatcher’s Government on the

re-development of Canary Wharf. He founded the

World Trade Centre in 1973, and served as

Chairman and Vice-President of the International

World Trade Centres Association between 1974-89.

He was appointed OBE in 1979.

He had numerous charitable and city interests. He was

a Warden of All Hallows by the Tower, Freeman of the

Company of Watermen and Lightermen, a Liveryman

of the Company of Painter Stainers, Founding Master

of the Guild of World Traders and later Founder of

the Worshipful Company of World Traders, and a

Governor of the Museum of London/Docklands.  

To this can be added some more personal thoughts,

which Wendy prepared after his death.  He loved

his home and his garden, was a gifted painter and

sculptor, a good cook, and an avid collector of

many things – clothes, hats, walking sticks, not to

mention open-topped cars. He loved travel and

opera, reading to his family and photography. 

At his memorial service, it was suggested that he

occasionally sparred with opponents. But at

meetings of the Walkway, his interventions were

always constructive and good-humoured and often

very funny. We were glad that Peter was able to be

present at the Horse Guards unveiling in January

2007, a few months before his death. 

The Trust extends its sympathy to his widow,

Wendy, who attended many of the Jubilee Walkway

events with him, and continues to take an interest

in our various activities. 

Professor Richard Guyatt, CBE, died on 17

October 2007 at the age of 93. He designed the

emblem of St Paul's Cathedral within a Gothic crown,

which became the symbol of the London Celebrations

Committee for The Queen's Silver Jubilee in 1977.

This is the symbol that was adopted by the Jubilee

Walkway and is seen on our pavement markers. In

a long career in graphic design, Professor Guyatt

worked for the Festival of Britain in 1951, designed

a commemorative mug for the Coronation in 1953

and a logo for the Windsor Festival in 1969. 

Max Nicholson was involved with the Festival of

Britain, and Kate Trevelyan became administrator

Our Parton HRH The Duke of Gloucester KG GCVO with Jim Walker



55

of the Windsor Festival in 1974. She went on to

work for the London Celebrations Committee, and

invited Hugo Vickers to join her team, he having

also worked in a voluntary capacity for the Festival.

The Website

The website continues to be a popular reference

point and source for further information for

visitors from all over London and across the world.

Last year it received 49,500 visitors, with 101,609

Page views. 

The site gives the history of the Walkway, a map,

details of the various attractions along the route,

and notes on each panoramic panel. There is also a

section devoted to the latest news from the Trust,

which is continually updated.

The website is accessible on www.jubileewalkway.com

The Map

It is understood that the Jubilee Walkway map

continues to be the most popular map of central

London used to navigate between attractions,

parks and stations. 

The Walkway Trust distributed more than 50,000

copies of the Walkway map this year through

online requests, at events organised across London

and via our partners at visitor attractions and the

Visit London Information Centre in Regent Street. 

The Jubilee Walkway mapping has been used to

inform the design for Legible London - a new

initiative being coordinated by Transport for

London in partnership with Boroughs to improve

the way people find their way around the capital in

a consistent manner. The Legible London scheme

is being piloted in Westminster and the Trust will

continue to work closely with the relevant

authorities as the project evolves. 

Meetings

There was a meeting of Trustees following the Horse

Guards unveiling on 17 January, held in the Royal

Parks Offices in St James’s Park. There was a further

Trustee meeting on 12 July in an office in the

University of London, which was followed by the

Max Nicholson annual walk. And the Trustees again

gathered on 19 November at Westminster Abbey.

There were three Executive Committee meetings

held in the course of the year mostly attached to

the fuller meetings. 

The Chairman and Jim Walker had Jubilee

Greenway meetings with Royal Parks on 28

February, the Mayor of Newham on 3 July, and

with several other key contacts in other authorities

throughout the summer. The Trust have developed

a map for the Jubilee Greenway, a new logo and 

are working with designers to develop new

pavement markers.

HRH The Countess of Wessex, Hugo Vickers, Jim Walker & Rebecca Elliot 
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The Future

Following the success of the new more inclusive

panoramic panel relief design installed in

Parliament Square the Trust plan to audit the

remaining panels and explore the potential for

improving the art work of those panels in most need.

The Trust will audit the Jubilee Greenway and 

re-audit the Jubilee Walkway taking advantage of

the London Access Management System (LAMS)

and the recently published Walk London design

standards. A summary of works will be produced and

the Trust will endeavour to work with the relevant

authorities to enhance and complete both routes.

Jubilee Walkway History

The original Silver Jubilee Walkway was laid down

in 1977 as the main feature of the work of the

Environmental Committee set up by the London

Celebrations for The Queen’s Silver Jubilee, under

the Chairmanship of the late Max Nicholson. Her

Majesty The Queen opened it by unveiling a plaque

on the South Bank Lion, on the night of the

Thames fireworks celebrations on 9 June 1977. 

Max Nicholson’s plan was to create a Walkway 

that led from Leicester Square through St James’s

Park to Lambeth Bridge, across the river and to

follow the South Bank of the Thames to Tower

Bridge, crossing back to Tower Hill. The thinking

behind this was to ‘uplift the image of the South

Bank as a centre-piece of the London scene 

and thus to assist and stimulate a series of

subsequent improvements.’

Illustration of the Jubilee Greenway route
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The Walkway received enthusiastic support from

most of the local authorities. Leicester Square was

partly pedestrianised, the Jubilee Gardens were

created on the site of the Festival of Britain (an

area which had descended into being a car park),

and gradually the Thames riverside was improved.

A new walk was opened beyond Blackfriars Bridge,

and a riverside piazza created beside Southwark

Cathedral. Eventually, though this took some years

to achieve, it became possible to walk along the

riverside of the Thames all the way from Lambeth

Bridge to Tower Bridge, with suitable wheelchair

access at key points.

Of the Walkway, Max Nicholson wrote: ‘The idea of

a city Walkway, roughly corresponding to the

nature trails which I had introduced in the previous

decades, was novel and needed both explaining

and popularising. I therefore had to hark back to

my earliest occupation as a guide-book writer,

turning out a 72 page illustrated historical guide

entitled The Silver Jubilee Walkway together with a

folder map to show the way along it.’

Max also said that someone walking the Walkway

would have travelled through areas of London

noted for entertainment, assembly, ceremonial, and

open-air activity, and past many historic sites. He

will have been enticed from the West End onto the

South Bank and into the City. Max hoped that

‘perhaps he will be subtly changed by what he has

absorbed from this fertile heritage’.

The Silver Jubilee Walkway Trust first met on 12

February 1978, and signed the Memorandum and

Articles of Association on 12 October that year.

The Trust was incorporated under the Companies

Act 1948 to 1976 on 6 February 1979 and

registered as a charity on 11 April 1979.

HRH The Duke of Gloucester became Patron of

the Trust in 1978. 

The Trust’s first task was to complete the main

Walkway circuit from Leicester Square to Tower

Hill, and then to link this back to Leicester Square.

This was achieved under the guidance of Robert

Shaw, Chairman from 1978 until his death in 1994.

The pavement markers were upgraded, the

Bloomsbury Spur was incorporated in 1979, 

and has since been continued to form a loop. 

The Queen’s Walk was completed in 1994, 

and when The Queen opened it in November 

that year, she gave Robert Shaw the LVO in

recognition of his achievement.

The completion of ‘The Queen’s Walk’ paved the

way for the then Countryside Commission to adopt

the route as part of the Thames Path National Trail

in 1984, the Trail being opened in 1996. The Trust

maintains a close liaison with Natural England via

the Thames Path Working Party. 

Panoramic panels were introduced in 1980, not

only on the Walkway itself, but also on the

Embankment and on many of London’s bridges to

identify the buildings along the way. These have

been unveiled by Her Majesty The Queen and

HRH The Duke of Edinburgh, HRH The Prince of

Wales, HRH The Countess of Wessex, HRH The

Hugo Vickers and
Spencer Clark (Transport
for London) in Woburn
Square on the Walkway
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In 2002, the year of The Queen’s Golden Jubilee,

the Jubilee Walkway was completely refurbished. A

survey identified where new pavement discs were

needed, and almost all the panoramic panels were

either updated or replaced in order to reflect the

changes in London’s skyline. Gold pavement discs

were placed in several places, one near Guildhall

where The Queen lunched on Golden Jubilee day,

three near the Poultry panel which The Queen

unveiled on 24 October 2002 to mark the

completion of the work, and a further one on the

South Bank to mark the unveiling of a panel by

HRH The Duke of Gloucester for St Martin’s

Property Group.

In 2003, the Walkway Trust further commemorated

The Queen’s Golden Jubilee by creating the Golden

Jubilee Mall link from Buckingham Palace down

the Mall to Horseguards Approach. The Queen

opened this on the 50th anniversary of her

Coronation, by unveiling a double panoramic panel

opposite Marlborough House, and the route is

marked with six gold pavement discs in the ground.

In 2005 the Trust was commended for Best

Community or Partnership Initiative, as part of the

London Planning Awards, and in 2006 a Civic

Trust Mention.

In 2007 the Trust began work on the Jubilee

Greenway - a new route for walkers and cyclists

which connects all central London Olympic Venues

and plans to be open in celebration of Her

Majesty’s hoped for Diamond Jubilee in 2012.

Duke of Gloucester, President Nelson Mandela

(during his State Visit to Britain in 1996), and

other distinguished figures from the world of

politics, public service and the arts.  

In 1982 the Walkway won a Europa Nostra Award.

Much of the Walkway’s work was undertaken by

the Greater London Council (together with the

Inner London Education Authority) until 1986.

Following the establishment of the Greater London

Authority and Transport for London the support

has continued in partnership with the ongoing and

unfailing dedication of the local authorities who

have played a vital role in assisting the Walkway’s

work on the ground. The Walkway was recognised

as a Strategic Walk in 2003.

In 2000 the Millennium Spur was added running the

Walkway along Birdcage Walk, in St James’s Park,

to Buckingham Palace and to the panel installed as

part of the Queen’s Golden Wedding celebrations.

Joyce Belamy with Trustees and friends explaining the greening of the Walkway in Gordon Square.



Her Majesty The Queen

HRH The Duke of Edinburgh with Hugo Vickers



The crowds gather to see Her Majesty The Queen unveil the Jubilee Walkway panel in Parliament Square

Hugo Vickers, The Lord Mayor of Westminster Cllr
Carolyn Keen and HRH The Duke of GloucesterCouncillor Marcia Cameron London Borough of Lambeth

Her Majesty The Queen meeting our Chairman’s family

David Burdus, Ashraf Ali. Dame Tanni Grey - Thomposn and Tom Allen

Hugo Vickers, John Polk and Vice Lord Lieutenant Sir Michael Craig Cooper

Anthony McCullagh, Philip Hoare, Jenny and Peter Barker with Rupert

Alice, George, Arthur and Hugo Vickers



Her Majesty The Queen with Isobella Murdoch and Jim Walker

Her Majesty The Queen, HRH The Duke of Edinburgh and Hugo VickersDetail of the embossed panel unveiled in Parliament Square

Peter Barker, Michael Middleton,  Kate Ellison, Rose Yates, Natalie Murdoch, Peter Howell, Eric Sayce, Wills, 
Dr and Mrs John Parker. Her Majesty The Queen and HRH The Duke of Edinburgh



Her Majesty The Queen, Jim Walker, Hugo Vickers and family Her Majesty The Queen with Hugo Vickers

Michael Middleton

Jim Walker and guests in anticipation of the unveliing

Rebecca Elliot, Isobella Murdoch and Jim Walker
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2007 2006

£ £

Total Total

INCOMING  RESOURCES

Transport for London 65,600 9,400

Sundry Income 7 –

Interest: Charities Deposit Fund 327 556

Profit on sale of investment – 875

Total Incoming Resources 65,934 10,831

RESOURCES  EXPENDED

Direct Charitable Expenditure

Viewing Panels 18,809 4,733

Refurbishment Programme 910 1,157

Promotion: General 12,803 9,679

Maps and leaflets 6,273 6,826

Website 883 1,451

Donations 800 1,200

Other Expenditure

Fundraising – 5,275

Management and Administration 6,373 6,004

Independent examiners’ fees 500 588

47,351 36,913

NET  INCOMING  ( 2 0 0 6  OUTGOING)  RESOURCES 18,583 (26,082)

Unrealised Profit 

on Investment 1,118 2,516

NET  MOVEMENT IN FUNDS 19,701 (23,566)

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2007
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BALANCE SHEET

AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2007

NOTES  TO  THE  ACCOUNTS

1) These accounts have been prepared under the historical cost convention and in accordance with

applicable accounting standards and the Statement of Recommended Practice on Accounting by

Charities.

2) The investment is 275.20 COIF Charities Investment Fund Accumulation Units and is shown at market

value.

3) Expenses of £119 (2006 £681) were reimbursed to the Trustees and members of the Executive

Committee in the year ended 31 December 2007.

4) There is an unquantified amount owing to the Trust by, or owed by the Trust to, H.M. Revenue and

Customs in respect of past years’ VAT. It is not considered that this is a material amount.

2007 2006

£ £ £ £

Total Total

Fixed Assets

Investment at market value (note 2) – 22,072 – 20,954

Current Assets

Debtor 368 – – –

Cash

Charities Deposit Fund 5,372 – 11,046 –

National Westminster Bank 21,925 – 5,897 –

27,665 16,943 –

Less: Creditors 6,450 – 14,311 –

21,215 – 2,632

TOTAL  ASSETS – 43,287 – 23,586

Unrestricted Funds

Balance 1 January 2007 23,586 – 47,152

Net movement in Funds 19,701 – (23,566) –

Balance 31 December 2007 – 43,287 – 23,586
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DIRECTORS’ REPORT

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2007

Hugo Vickers John Polk
Chairman Honorary Treasurer

The directors are satisfied that the company is entitled to exemption from the provisions of the Companies

Act 1985 (the Act) relating to the audit of the accounts for the year by virtue of section 249A(1), and that

no member or members have requested an audit pursuant to section 249B(2) of the Act.

The directors acknowledge their responsibilities for:

i) ensuring that the company keeps proper accounting records which comply with section 221 of the Act,

and

ii) preparing accounts which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the company as at the end

of the financial year and of its profit or loss for the financial year in accordance with the requirements

of section 226, and which otherwise comply with the requirements of the Act relating to accounts, so

far as applicable to the company.

These accounts have been prepared in accordance with the special provisions for small companies under

Part VII of the Companies Act 1985 and with the Financial Reporting Standard for Smaller Entities

(effective January 2005).

These accounts were approved by the trustees on the 8 October 2008 and are signed on their behalf by:

Panoramic
panel at 
Horse Guards
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I report on the accounts of the Trust for the year ended 31 December 2007, which are set out on the 

preceding pages.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner

The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preperation of the accounts. The charity’s trustees consider

that an audit is not required for this year (under section 43(2) of the Charities Act 1993 (the 1993 Act))

and that an independent examination is needed.

It is my responsibility to:

•  Examine the accounts (under section 43(3)(a) of the 1993 Act);

•  To follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity

• Commissioners (under section 43(7)(b) of the 1993 Act); and

•  To state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiners’ report

My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity

Commissioners. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a

comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual 

items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such 

matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and 

consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts.

Independent examiner’s statement

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements

•  To keep accounting records in accordance with section 41 of the 1993 Act; and

•  To prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the accounting

• requirements of the 1993 Act

have not been met; or

(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the

(2) accounts to be reached.

Name: Richard Shepherd

Relevent professional qualification or body: FCA

Address: Shepherd Smail

Chartered Accountants

Northway House

Cirencester

Gloucestershire

GL7 2QY

Date: 8 October 2008

INDEPENDENT EXAMINERS’ REPORT TO
THE TRUSTEES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2007
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