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Plans are developing for the Diamond Jubilee in 2012, marking the Queen’s sixty 

years on the throne, a milestone only reached by Queen Victoria - in 1897.  

 

I am writing this now, because, from past experience, there is not a moment to be lost 

in planning celebrations for this event.  Indeed, it is but two years away.   

 

The reason that I am now Chairman of the Jubilee Walkway Trust has its origins in the Silver Jubilee of 1977.  

I am something of a Jubilee man.  I was employed by the London Celebrations Committee for the Silver 

Jubilee in 1977.  This was an independent body set up by the Earl of Drogheda (Chairman of the Financial 

Times and the Royal Opera House) and Jeffrey Sterling (now Lord Sterling of Plaistow), who raised money to 

organise a wide range of spectacular celebrations, when the Prime Minister, James Callaghan, declined to 

vote any Government money to the celebrations.  The London Celebrations Committee followed the Home 

Office’s succinct advice:  

 

  You must not bore the public. 

  You must not kill the Queen. 

 

There was everything from opera and ballet, theatrical extravaganzas, exhibitions, sporting events, river 

races, and a whole programme of events throughout London’s boroughs.   

 

All this did not happen by chance.  Reg Goodwin, Labour Leader of the Greater London Council from 1974, 

who had worked with Herbert Morrison, realised that boroughs of London would do themselves no credit if 

they did not celebrate.  James Swaffield, Director - General of the GLC (one of our Trustees today), went to 

see the Queen's Private Secretary and in consultation with him organised half-day road tours by the Queen 

and the Duke of Edinburgh through the boroughs north and south of the Thames respectively and a Royal 

Progress on the river. 

 

The cause was also taken up by Illtyd Harrington, then Deputy Leader of the GLC (and again still one of our 

Trustees today).  He was far from convinced that the celebrations would go far enough hence he outlined the 

ambitious London plans and prompted the then Home Secretary, Roy Jenkins, to announce in the House of 

Commons that the Silver Jubilee would indeed be celebrated during the summer of 1977, adding that it was 

'The Queen's express wish that undue expenditure should be avoided.' 

 

My small role for the London Celebrations Committee was to persuade buildings with flagpoles to fly the 

Jubilee flag.  I began work in February 1977 and I have to say that my early attempts at selling this flag were 

greeted by apathy on all sides.  It seemed impossible to inspire any interest in the forthcoming celebrations.  

I am no salesman but I hit on the idea of giving a flag to Apsley House, where it was widely seen from many 

angles - Hyde Park Corner, Piccadilly, Park Lane and so on.  Once seen, others began to want it.  In those 

uncertain early days, in order to keep my job, I then asked the chauffeurs which way Lord Drogheda and 

Jeffrey Sterling were driven to work and peppered those routes with flags. 

 

Presently the atmosphere changed for the better.  Suddenly, around late April or early May, the country 

woke up and realised that there was fun to be had, and things to be achieved.  The flags went out in all 

directions, and we had to be a little selective where we sent them.  Key routes, yes, they got them, but small 
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mewses in obscure areas of London were sometimes told that we had sold out – as presently we did.     

 

Many contributed to the success of that year, not least Charles Wintour, Editor of the Evening Standard, 

who urged Londoners to enjoy themselves.   

 

Back in 1977 he told me one story in confidence, but this I now break.  On the night of 9 June he found 

himself standing next to Jim Callaghan on the 24th floor of the Shell Building, watching the fireworks 

burst into the sky above the Thames.  ‘This is just what is needed,’ said the Prime Minister.  Wintour 

pointed out that it had cost the taxpayer nothing.  ‘I don’t care how much it cost …’ continued Callaghan - 

easy words for a man who had given nothing.   

 

There was similar apathy about the Golden Jubilee in the early months of 2002, the press predicting that 

it would be a hopeless non-event.  I was not concerned, having lived through the transition from 

disinterest to wild enthusiasm in 1977, and the same thing happened that year.  The celebrations were 

imaginative and Lord Sterling again raised the money which helped make the Golden Jubilee such a 

resounding success.   

 

The Walkway Trust is obviously particularly keen on Jubilees, since one of the major legacies of the 

Silver Jubilee is the Jubilee Walkway, as outlined in the history of the Trust. In particular The Queen’s 

Walk, on the South Bank of the Thames, which gradually opened between 1977 and 1994, has brought 

vibrant life to the South Bank in many aspects.  It is now possible to walk beside the river from Lambeth 

Bridge to Tower Bridge with but one small diversion at Southwark. 

  

As soon as we heard that the Olympic Games would take place in London in 2012, the same year as the 

hoped-for Diamond Jubilee, we dreamt up a new route for London, 60 kilometres – one for every year of 

the reign – to help people to walk to all the main Olympic sites, as well as leaving a lasting memorial to 

the Diamond Jubilee.  This is the Jubilee Greenway, of which there are details elsewhere in this report.  It 

is developing well, the route already fully open and more than a few of our new markers in place. 

 

At a time when Government has recognised that every £1 given to walking saves the National Health 

Service some £7, the Jubilee Greenway offers a further benefit - a fascinating route round London, linking 

the West End to the East End, with views of many important landmarks in the Capital.  

 

But my message today is also a clarion call to anyone wanting to take part in the Diamond Jubilee.  2012 

will be a remarkable year for London, with the Diamond Jubilee and then the London Olympic Games.  
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For past Jubilees The Queen travelled widely through Britain and the Commonwealth, but in the summer 

of 2012 London is likely to be the focal point.  Where Her Majesty went out to see people all over the 

world, this time it is more likely that they will come to her. 

 

When lecturing to schools, I always ask how many of the children have seen The Queen.  The answer 

varies.  More often than not, most have seen her on television but few have seen her in the flesh - though 

at one school a lot of hands went up and I discovered my audience contained at least one page of honour!  

I can remember Lady Diana Cooper in 1980, describing the Diamond Jubilee of 1897 and how she had sat 

on her father’s shoulders to see the troops of the Empire march past in an endless stream, and then the 

carriage containing ‘a little black bundle’ – the Queen-Empress herself.  Lady Diana had been less than 

five.  One day the youngsters of today will be old and it will be as remarkable to have seen Queen 

Elizabeth II. 

 

Jubilees are a wonderful opportunity to say a generous thank you to our Queen for her long years of 

service to Britain.  They are also a great opportunity to get things done for the general good.  A village 

hall might not get built, but call it the ‘Jubilee Hall’ and it probably will.  It was thus that Max Nicholson 

found a way to open up the South Bank by running the Jubilee Walkway along it. 

 

We at the Jubilee Walkway Trust are keen to celebrate, and if we can help any group or organisation 

along or near our now extensive routes, we will be glad to do so. 

 

And so to my report on the year and our own progress towards the next Jubilee.  In April we launched 

the Jubilee Greenway with an exciting series of events in the East End.  Our Patron, HRH The Duke of 

Gloucester, joined us at Abbey Mills Pumping Station and explored that unusual building.  He then joined 

invited guests including Kulveer Ranger, Transport Advisor to the Mayor of London, and Sir Robin Wales, 

Mayor of Newham, on the Greenway, and a phalanx of bicycles and a couple of people carriers, made 

their way to a point opposite the great stadium at the Olympic site at Stratford.  His Royal Highness 

officially launched the Greenway to the assembled media. 

 

The Duke and his party then toured the Olympic site with Hugh Sumner, Director of Transport at the 

Olympic Delivery Authority, seeing the extensive developments on the ground.  A bus then took the 

group to Victoria Park, where lunch was served in the café opposite the lake.  Here we were joined by 

several Trustees and other invited guests.  The afternoon concluded with a trip to Islington on a 

longboat, made more memorable by a sudden deluge of water into the boat from one of the lock gates. 
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Since then work on the Greenway has progressed at great speed.  Several of our markers are now in 

place, and much of the route is being enhanced in a variety of ways by those in charge of the different 

sections. 

 

Our activities on the existing Jubilee Walkway have continued with Joyce Bellamy finding opportunities 

for a handsome seat, and planting wherever possible.   

 

We were saddened by the death of Michael Middleton, one of our founder Trustees, and a former 

Director of the Civic Trust.  He died on 6 August at the age of 91.  We were glad that he was able to join us 

at two royal unveilings in 2007 – at Horse Guards Parade, and in Parliament Square. 

 

I can report that the Jubilee Walkway is in good condition and the Jubilee Greenway progressing well.  

The Trust has enjoyed an excellent year, and is ready for the challenges of the next two years, which will 

be considerable. 

 

As always the Jubilee Walkway Trust would like to thank The Greater London Authority, Transport for 

London, Royal Parks and all the managing authorities through which the Jubilee Walkway and Greenway 

routes pass.  This year we have made further new friends in the many areas through which the Jubilee 

Greenway extends in particular.  We are grateful to them for their enthusiastic support and look forward 

to working with them to make the Jubilee Greenway attractive, easy to use and as popular as the 

Walkway.  

The Trust was shocked and saddened to hear of the death of Geoffrey Rowley, 

CBE, a Trustee since 1992.  He attended the unveiling of a memorial bench to 

Peter Drew at St Katharine's Docks on 27 April 2010.  The following evening he 

was returning to his home at Woodford Green, following a city livery dinner, 

and was knocked over by a vehicle, and killed when crossing the road.  We 

extend our deepest sympathy to his son and daughter. 
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On 22 January the Chairman and Jim Walker, Chief Executive of Walk England, visited the Headquarters 

of A-Z at Borough Green in order to discuss adding the Jubilee Walkway and the Jubilee Greenway to 

future A-Z maps of London. 

 

On 26 February the Chairman and Jim Walker held a meeting for borough representatives at Transport 

for London (TfL) headquarters, 197 Blackfriars Road.  

 

On 2 March the Chairman presided at a meeting of the Trustees at Tate Modern.  

 

On 30 April our Patron, His Royal Highness The Duke of Gloucester, spent a day with the Trust, visiting 

Abbey Mills Pumping Station, cycling part of the Greenway, touring the Olympic site, attending a lunch in 

Victoria Park and travelling by longboat along the Regent’s Canal to Islington. 

 

On 12 July some of the Trustees took part in the annual Max Nicholson walk. 

 

On 6 August Michael Middleton died in a London nursing home.  He had been a Trustee since 1977 and 

became our first Trustee Emeritus in 2007.  A message of sympathy was sent to his family. 

 

On 30 September there was a meeting of the Executive Committee. 

 

On 29 October the Chairman and Jenny Humphreys attended a planning meeting in Victoria Park.  

 

On 15 December the Chairman presided over a Trustees’ meeting at Westminster Abbey, following 

which the Dean of Westminster unveiled a bench in Chapter Garden, a gift from the Walkway Trust.  

 

The former honorary Treasurer, Geoffrey Price, now in retirement in Warwickshire, resigned as a 

Trustee during the course of the year. 

 

Our Christmas card this year depicted our Patron, The Duke of Gloucester, cycling on the Jubilee 

Greenway on 30 April. 

The Trust’s Activities in 2009 
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Report by Joyce Bellamy 

 

The Trust has continued to assist with 

environmental improvements along the routes 

supported by The Environmental Committee, a 

subcommittee of the Trust and Chaired by Joyce 

Bellamy.    

 

Notable past achievements include the planting of 

trees in St James's Park by our Patron, the 

planting of a tree near the newly refurbished 

Temple Bar by our Chairman, assistance given to 

the creation of a ‘green wall’ for the British 

Library's new conservation building, and the 

donation of a bench following the refurbishment 

of Gordon and Woburn Squares by the University 

of London. 

 

In 2009 the Committee made several donations 

including; support for bulb planting, to enhance 

the enjoyment of passing walkers, as part of an 

extensive garden restoration at St Mary’s Garden 

near Lambeth Bridge. The bridge, built in about 

1932 to replace an earlier structure on a slightly 

different alignment, formed a major element of 

the original Walkway and remains a pivot point 

for both the Walkway and now Greenway.  

English Heritage awarded Grade II status to 

Lambeth Bridge in the 2008 National Register of 

Structures of Historic Importance which acted as 

a catalyst for the Friends of Archbishop's Park, in 

liaison with Lambeth Council, to renovate the 

nearby garden, gaining funding from the National 

Breathing Spaces Programme.  The bulbs had 

their first spectacular flowering in the spring of 

2009. 

 

Furthermore the Committee arranged for a bench 

to be donated to Westminster Abbey and placed 

within the Abbey garden as a peaceful resting 

place. The Trust was keen to express its gratitude 

for the wonderful hospitality extended by the 

Dean at a reception attended by our Patron, 

following the unveiling of a new panoramic panel 

in Parliament Square by The Queen and The Duke 

of Edinburgh, to mark their Diamond Wedding on 

19 November 2007.  The Dean of Westminster 

unveiled the bench on 15 December 2009.  

 

The Committee also made a contribution to the 

Bankside Open Spaces Trust to assist with the 

planting of climbing plants on the Pergola at the 

community garden by Tate Modern.  The garden 

is a visible delight to passing walkers on both the 

Jubilee Greenway and Walkway and was 

particularly enjoyed by Trustees following the 

Trust’s Annual General Meeting which was kindly 

hosted by the Gallery on 2 March 2009.  

 

The Environment Committee is exploring the 

potential to support enhancements to areas on 

the Walkway and Greenway including in localities 

such as the Barbican, the northern landfall of 

Lambeth Bridge and the southern landfall of 

Tower Bridge.  

The Environmental Committee 
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Michael Middleton, one of our founder Trustees, died on 6 August 2009, at the age of 91.   He was a keen 

environmentalist long before questions of the environment became fashionable.  He was Secretary (and 

later Director) of the Civic Trust from its inception in 1957.  From the start Michael saw his role as to 

change public opinion in respect of environmental issues and standards.  He did much to curb the worst 

excesses of the post war development in London and throughout Britain.  The Civic Trust tackled every 

aspect of development from shop fronts to street lighting, car parking to trunk roads.  An award was 

established in 1959 to encourage planners, property developers, planners and amenity groups to aim for 

excellence in environmental design.  One of their victories was when Piccadilly Circus was under threat 

in 1960.  The Civic Trust also focussed on the regeneration of derelict land.  They were responsible for 

the idea of transplanting semi-mature trees to adorn new landscapes, and for the now accepted look of 

many shopping streets. With all these issues Michael achieved conspicuous victories.   

 

Michael was born in 1917, and educated at King’s School, Canterbury.  He attended art school in London, 

where he made friends with Michael Ayrton and John Minton, spending some months painting with them 

in the South of France.  During the war, as a conscientious objector, he served in the Fire Service.  After 

the war he worked for Herbert Morrison designing Labour Party publications.  His varied career 

included being art critic for The Spectator, he lectured abroad for the British Council on art and design, 

worked for Picture Post, commissioning photographers such as Bill Brandt, Roger Capa and Henri Cartier

-Bresson, and later for Lilliput magazine.  He was involved with the Festival of Britain before returning to 

journalism as editor of House & Garden.  And then in 1957 he joined the Civic Trust, signing up for one 

year and remaining for 30.  He was appointed CBE in 1976. 

 

In Silver Jubilee Year, 1977, Michael sat on Max Nicholson’s Environmental Committee, and was a key 

figure in the creation of the (Silver Jubilee) Walkway.  He became a Trustee from the start and remained 

a loyal supporter of the Walkway Trust until the end.    

 

When Michael’s wife died in 2003, he thought he should resign, but was persuaded to stay on.  When he 

suffered a stroke, we appointed him our first and only Trustee Emeritus in recognition of his 

considerable support for nearly 30 years.  He was able to attend the unveiling of the Horse Guards 

Parade panel by The Countess of Wessex in January 2007, and the Parliament Square panel by The 

Queen and The Duke of Edinburgh the following November.   

 

Obituary Michael Middleton, CBE 
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The Jubilee Greenway is 60km of continuous, 

green and attractive paths which has been 

designed by the Chairman and Jim Walker to link 

all 9 central London Olympic venues with some of 

the capital’s best attractions, heritage, parks, 

waterways and views.   

 

Inspired by The London Olympic and Paralympic 

Games, and in celebration of the hoped for 

Diamond Jubilee, the chosen route links 10 local 

authorities, more than 450 points of interest 

researched by Blue Badge Guides, all the main 

line stations in central London and is within 10 

minutes of more than 50 other train and 

underground stations.  

 

The Jubilee Greenway makes use of existing 

walking and cycling routes wherever possible 

beginning at Buckingham Palace and joining 

Green Park, Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens 

Royal Parks with Paddington Station and the 

Grand Union Canal at Little Venice. Following the 

Regent’s Canal through Camden, the Greenway 

then leads to East London through Victoria Park 

to the River Thames where the Woolwich Foot 

Tunnel ties Greenwich and the South Bank to the 

original Walkway at Tower Bridge and back to St 

James’s via Westminster. 

 

Pleasingly, all 60km (37 miles) of The Jubilee 

Greenway is already fully open and available to 

walk and cycle. The Trust however is now 

working with relevant authorities between now 

and 2012 to: 

 

 Improve accessibility for all people whatever 

their ability ; 

 Enhance the continuity of signs and waymarks 

so people can confidently follow the route 

without the need for a map; 

 Provide resting places at regular intervals to 

sit, relax and take time to enjoy the Greenway 

around London;  

 Interpret some of the most significant views 

and places of interest with accessible audio 

information;  

 Re-align the route to improve the safety and 

quality of The Greenway experience to 

separate walkers and cyclists from traffic and 

each other where demand is greater than 

capacity.  

 

Following a detailed audit of the route in 2008 a 

programme of works was agreed with the 

Delivery Group during 2009, led by Jenny 

Humphreys from Walk England, to ensure the 

necessary waymarkers, seats and crossings are 

installed and obstructions removed in time for an 

official opening in 2012. 

 

Approximately £500,000 of investment is now 

known to be necessary by 2012 to realise the full 

potential of the Jubilee Greenway and to promote 

it effectively online, in print and through a 

creative programme of led walks and rides.  

 

Freeform, a community arts and regeneration 

charity based in East London, manufactured the 

waymarkers during the year using London’s 

recycled glass.   They were tried and tested in 

different conditions and several installed.   

The Jubilee Greenway 
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 The Jubilee Greenway Website 

 

Following a review of the Trust’s online activity, The Jubilee Greenway web information was taken into 

the Walk London website and enhanced during 2009.   

 

This has allowed the information to be promoted to a wider audience and for the maps and route 

directions to be downloaded more conveniently.  The information was realigned into 10 practical 

sections and can be found at www.jubileegreenway.com. 

Jubilee Greenway website 
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Panels interpreting the Jubilee Walkway 

 

During 2009 work continued on the two panels 

that required updating – in Trafalgar Square, with 

a view down Whitehall, and on Tower Bridge.  

Both new panels were due to be installed on site 

during 2009, but we are still awaiting their 

installation and unveiling in 2010.  Further 

meetings with regional organisations including 

the Greater London Assembly and London 

Development Authority will, it is hoped,  secure 

support for further panel upgrades in the future.  

 

Promotion 

 

The Jubilee Walkway was represented at the 

Thames Festival as part of London Walking 

Weekend on 12 and 13 September, originally 

established in partnership with ITV in 2002.  The 

weekend was again popular and the remaining 

5,000 Jubilee Walkway maps were distributed.  

 

Further promotional events took place regularly 

on the Walkway throughout the year.  Free guided 

walks were organised in partnership with Walk 

London during their now regular ‘spring into 

summer’, ‘autumn ambles’ and ‘winter wanders’ 

programmes in January, May and September.    

The Jubilee Walkway proving to be consistently 

one of the most popular routes. 

 

The Jubilee Walkway website 

 

Like the Trust’s Jubilee Greenway site, the Jubilee 

Walkway web information was ported to the 

Walk London pages during 2009 and 

considerably enhanced. The maps and route 

directions are twice as popular in the new domain 

and much easier to download.  The website is 

accessible on www.jubileewalkway.com. 

 

The Trust also took the opportunity of creating a 

new domain in 2009 to ensure information about 

the Trust itself, its history, governance and 

reports were accessible online.  This information 

can be found at www.jubileewalkwaytrust.org. 

 

The Jubilee Walkway map 

 

All remaining copies of the Jubilee Walkway map 

were distributed during 2009 (more than 

40,000).  As a more sustainable approach to 

meeting the demand for information the Trust 

worked with Walk London to enhance the 

accessibility of the route information online and 

will be producing new leaflets for the Jubilee 

Walkway and Greenway in 2010. 

 

Looking forward to 2010 

 

The Trust plans to produce new promotional 

leaflets for the Jubilee Greenway and Walkway 

during 2010 and distribute them widely across 

London to help promote awareness of the routes 

and encourage access to the mapping and route 

directions online.   

 

Outstanding issues on both routes will continue 

to be negotiated with relevant authorities in 

advance of 2012 with particular focus on 

The Jubilee Walkway 
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installing Jubilee Greenway waymarking. 

 

Short videos will be made to promote the 

highlights of the Jubilee Walkway and Greenway 

routes.  

The Silver Jubilee Walkway Trust, as it was then 

known, first met on 12 February 1978, and signed 

the Memorandum and Articles of Association on 

12 October that year. The Trust was incorporated 

under the Companies Act on 6 February 1979 and 

registered as a charity on 11 April 1979. 

 

The Trust was created to manage the Silver 

Jubilee Walkway in 1977 – which was an output 

of the Environmental Committee set up as part of 

the London Celebrations for The Queen’s Silver 

Jubilee, under the Chairmanship of the late Max 

Nicholson.  Her Majesty The Queen opened it by 

unveiling a plaque on the South Bank Lion, on the 

night of the Thames fireworks celebrations on 9 

June 1977.   

 

The original Walkway led from Leicester Square 

through St James’s Park to Lambeth Bridge, 

across the river and to follow the South Bank of 

the Thames to Tower Bridge, crossing back to 

Tower Hill.  A major initiative of the Trust was to 

improve and promote the South Bank, open a 

riparian route along the Thames, and integrate 

the South Bank with the established identity of 

London and stimulate a series of improvements. 

 

The Trust received enthusiastic support from 

most of the local authorities for the Walkway.  

Leicester Square was partly pedestrianised, the 

Jubilee Gardens were created on the site of the 

Festival of Britain (an area which had descended 

into being a car park), and gradually the Thames 

riverside was improved.  A new walk was opened 

beyond Blackfriars Bridge, and a riverside piazza 

created beside Southwark Cathedral.  Eventually, 

The History of the Trust 

Section of new Jubilee Walkway map 

Section of new Jubilee Walkway route directions 
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though this took some years to achieve, it became 

possible to walk along the riverside of the Thames 

all the way from Lambeth Bridge to Tower Bridge, 

with suitable wheelchair access at key points. 

 
Of the Walkway, Max Nicholson wrote:  ‘The idea 

of a city walkway, was novel and needed both 

explaining and popularising.  I therefore had to 

hark back to my earliest occupation as a guide-

book writer, turning out a 72 page illustrated 

historical guide entitled The Silver Jubilee 

Walkway together with a folder map to show the 

way along it.’ 

 

Max also said that someone walking the Jubilee 

Walkway would have travelled through areas of 

London noted for entertainment, assembly, 

ceremonial, and open-air activity, and past many 

historic sites.  He will have been enticed from the 

West End onto the South Bank and into the City.  

Max hoped that ‘perhaps he will be subtly 

changed by what he has absorbed from this fertile 

heritage’. 

 

HRH The Duke of Gloucester became Patron of 

the Trust in 1978.   

 

The Trust completed the main Walkway circuit 

from Leicester Square to Tower Hill, linked back 

to Leicester Square, under the guidance of Robert 

Shaw, Chairman from 1978 until his death in 

1994.  The pavement markers were installed and 

then the Bloomsbury Spur incorporated in 1979, 

and has since been continued to form a loop.  The 

Queen’s Walk was completed in 1994, and when 

The Queen opened it in November that year, she 

gave Robert Shaw the LVO in recognition of his 

achievement. 

 

The completion of ‘The Queen’s Walk’ paved the 

way for the then Countryside Commission to 

adopt the route as part of the Thames Path 

National Trail in 1984, the Trail being opened in 

1996.  The Trust maintains a close liaison with 

the Commission’s successor body, now Natural 

England, through Walk London who now 

coordinate the investment along the route in 

London.   

 

Panoramic panels were introduced in 1980, not 

only on the Walkway itself, but also on the 

Embankment and on many of London’s bridges to 

identify the buildings along the way.  These have 

been unveiled by Her Majesty The Queen and 

HRH The Duke of Edinburgh, HRH The Prince of 

Wales, HRH The Countess of Wessex, HRH The 

Duke of Gloucester, President Nelson Mandela 

(during his State Visit to Britain in 1996), and 

other distinguished figures from the world of 

politics, public service and the arts.    

 

In 1982 the Trust won a Europa Nostra Award for 

the Jubilee Walkway. 

 

Much of the Trust’s work was undertaken by the 

Greater London Council (together with the Inner 

London Education Authority) until 1986.  

Following the establishment of the Greater 

London Authority and Transport for London the 

support has continued in partnership with the 

ongoing and unfailing dedication of the local 

authorities who have played a vital role in 

The History of the Trust 
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assisting the Trust’s work on the ground with the 

Walkway.   

 

In 2000 the Millennium Spur was added by the 

Trust to the Walkway running the route along 

Birdcage Walk, in St James’s Park, to Buckingham 

Palace and to the panel installed as part of the 

Queen’s Golden Wedding celebrations. 

 

The arrival of the Millennium Bridge, made 

possible by grants from the Bridge House Estates 

Trust, proved a useful additional link for users of 

the Walkway to access between Tate Modern and 

St Paul’s Cathedral.  Panels were added by the 

Trust to the bridge in both directions to interpret 

the views up and down stream.  

 

In 2002, the year of The Queen’s Golden Jubilee, 

the Jubilee Walkway was completely refurbished.  

A survey identified where new pavement discs 

were needed, and almost all the panoramic panels 

were either updated or replaced in order to 

reflect the changes in London’s skyline.  Gold 

pavement discs were placed in several places, one 

near Guildhall where The Queen lunched on 

Golden Jubilee day, three near the Poultry panel 

which The Queen unveiled on 24 October 2002 to 

mark the completion of the work, and a further 

one on the South Bank to mark the unveiling of a 

panel by HRH The Duke of Gloucester for St 

Martin’s Property Group. 

 

In 2003, the Trust further commemorated The 

Queen’s Golden Jubilee by creating the Golden 

Jubilee Mall link from Buckingham Palace down 

the Mall to Horseguards Approach.  The Queen 

opened this on the 50th anniversary of her 

Coronation, by unveiling a double panoramic 

panel opposite Marlborough House, and the route 

is marked with six gold pavement discs in the 

ground. 

 

Following the appointment of a new coordinator 

for the Walkway in 2003, The Jubilee Walkway 

was recognised as one of 6 Strategic Walks in the 

Mayor’s first Transport Plan.  The strategic 

borough partnership ‘Walk London,’ led by the 

City of London, then coordinated a significant 

investment programme in the Walkway in order 

to meet the Mayor’s commitment to ‘complete’ 

the Walkway by 2012. 

 

In 2005 the Trust was commended for Best 

Community or Partnership Initiative, as part of 

the London Planning Awards, and in 2006 won a 

Civic Trust Mention. 

 

In 2007 the Trust began work on the Jubilee 

Greenway - a new route for walkers and cyclists 

which connects all the central London Olympic 

and Paralympic Games venues and plans to be 

open in celebration of Her Majesty’s hoped for 

Diamond Jubilee in 2012.  The new route was 

officially adopted by the new Mayor of London as 

a 7th Strategic Route in 2008 which allowed 

further support for the completion and promotion 

of the new route via the Walk London strategic 

partnership.  It was officially launched by HRH 

The Duke of Gloucester on 30 April 2009. 
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 
 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2009 

   

 2009 2008 

 £ £ 

 Total Total 

INCOMING RESOURCES   

Transport for London 80,000 12,000 

Interest:  Charities Deposit Fund 1 202 

Net VAT Reclaim for past years - 1,939 

 80,001 14,141 

   

RESOURCES EXPENDED   

Direct Charitable Expenditure   

Viewing panels 7,358 6,000 

Maps and leaflets 18,650 1,111 

Website 14,603 - 

Greenway launch 7,844 - 

Project Management 20,000 8,000 

Donations - 350 

Other expenditure   

Management and administration 9,397 5,929 

Accountants’ Fees 690 500 

 78,542 22,430 

   

Net Incoming (2008: outgoing) Resources 1,459 (8,289) 

Unrealised profit (2008: loss) on investment 2,425 (4,949) 

NET MOVEMENT IN FUNDS 3,884 (13,238) 
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BALANCE SHEET 
 
AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2009 

   

 2009 2008 

 £ £ 

 Total Total 

Fixed Assets   

Investment at market value 19,548 17,123 

Current Assets   

Debtor:  VAT - 4,801 

Debtor:  Accrued Income - 12,000 

Cash   

Charities Deposit Fund 55 54 

National Westminster Bank 33,106 2,416 

 33,161 19,271 

Less:  Creditors 18,776 6,345 

Total Assets 33,933 30,049 

   

Unrestricted Funds   

Balance 1 January 2009 30,049 43,287 

Net movement in funds 3,884 (13,238) 

   

Balance 31 December 2009 33,933 30,049 
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 
 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2009 

The directors are satisfied that the company is entitled to exemption from the provisions of the 

Companies Act 1985 (the Act) relating to the audit of the accounts for the year by virtue of section 249A

(1), and that no member or members have requested an audit pursuant to section 249B(2) of the Act. 

 

The directors acknowledge their responsibilities for: 

 

i) ensuring that the company keeps proper accounting records which comply with section 221 of the 

Act, and 

ii) preparing accounts which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the company as at the 

end of the financial year and of its profit or loss for the financial year in accordance with the 

requirements of section 226, and which otherwise comply with the requirements of the Act 

relating to accounts, so far as applicable to the company. 

 

These accounts have been prepared in accordance with the special provisions for small companies under 

Part VII of the Companies Act 1985 and with the Financial Reporting Standard for Smaller Entities 

(effective January 2005). 

 

These accounts were approved by the trustees on 27th April 2010 and are signed on their behalf by: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hugo Vickers      John Polk 
Chairman       Honorary Treasurer 
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ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT  
 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2009 

I report on the unaudited accounts of the Trust for the year ended 31 December 2009, which are set out 

on the preceding pages. 

 

As described on the balance sheet you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts for the year 

ended 31 December 2009 and you consider that the charity company is exempt from an audit and a 

report under Section 249A(2) of the Companies Act 1985. In accordance with your instructions we have 

compiled these unaudited accounts in order to assist you to fulfil your statutory responsibilities, from 

the accounting records and information and explanations supplied to us. 

 

Name:       Richard Shepherd 

 

Relevant professional qualification or body:  FCA 

 

Address:       Shepherd Smail  

       Chartered Accountants 

       Northway House 

       Cirencester 

       Gloucestershire 

       GL7 2QY 

 

Date:        27th April 2010 



TRUSTEES 
 

Hugo Vickers DL  Chairman ∙ The Hon Kate Trevelyan OBE  Vice Chairman ∙ John Polk  Hon Treasurer ∙ Joyce Bellamy MBE  Hon Secretary 
George Banks  ∙ William Crossley ∙ Andrew Dent MVO ∙ Nicky Gavron ∙ Dr John Parker ∙ Christopher Patey MBE  
Tom Petzal ∙ Sir James Swaffield CBE, RD 
 
 
Registered Company 01413219 ∙ Registered Under The Charities  Act 1960 ∙ Registration No. 277624 

CONTACT 

 

Jim Walker, Jubilee Walkway Trust, 24 Moorend Road, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire GL53 0HD 

Telephone +44 (0) 7801 334915 

Email jim.walker@walkengland.org.uk 

 

www.jubileewalkwaytrust.org 

www.jubileewalkway.com 

www.jubileegreenway.com 


