
1

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR THE YEAR 2004
by Hugo Vickers

Chairman of the Jubilee Walkway Trust

I am glad to report another productive year for the Jubilee Walkway.

Our priority is that the Walkway itself is in good order – that it is

well maintained, possible for visitors to walk it in its entirety, that

disabled access is in place throughout, and that there are enough

pavement markers.

In 2004 a full audit was undertaken to establish its overall condition

and to see what needed to be done. We are publishing the results in

this report. It is exciting to be able to state that the Walkway on the

ground – all fourteen miles of it – has never been in better condition.

Following considerable activity during and after the Golden Jubilee, we

have, by design, been rather quieter. Every organisation should have

times of advance and times of consolidation. At present the Trust is consolidating.

Nevertheless, we were delighted that HRH The Duke of Gloucester unveiled a panoramic panel in the

recently revitalised Trafalgar Square in memory of our founder, Max Nicholson, on 12 July 2004, the day

that would have been his 100th birthday, and not so long after his death in April 2003. This panel was

specially designed by Lord Foster of Thames Bank, OM, and is situated outside the National Gallery.

It was a wonderful day, attended by members of the Nicholson family, and followed by a reception in the

Portrait Restaurant at the National Portrait Gallery, with fine views over London.

On 10 November Jim Walker and I were present when the Lord Mayor of London unveiled a plaque to

mark the opening of Temple Bar in its new location beside St Paul’s Cathedral and Paternoster Square.

This was particularly important for the Trust, as the Walkway passes under Temple Bar, and is marked

with our pavement discs on both sides of that historic arch.

As ever the Trust looks forward to celebrating royal milestones such as the hoped-for Diamond Jubilee of

The Queen in 2012

With the exciting news that the Olympic Games will take place in London in that year, we look forward to

forging links with the International Olympic Committee, particularly in respect of walking events.

I take this opportunity to thank all those who continue to support us especially Transport for London and

the seven managing authorities. You and they help make the Jubilee Walkway such an enjoyable and vital

feature of London life.
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THE TRUST ACTIVITES

The Trust produced its own promotional

video and DVD this year, to work alongside

the website. This takes the visitors on a

whistle-stop tour of the Walkway, pointing out

places of interest and historical events that took

place on the route. The voice-over was done by

the Chairman.

The Trust was actively involved with ITV’s

national walking programme, Britain on the

Move. The Trust was invited to the launch of

the campaign at The House of Commons.

The Walkway Map has been revised, ever

necessary as London is constantly changing.

This is becoming a regular feature of the Trust’s

activities, as the map proves popular. More than

50,000 copies of this revised map have now

been distributed.

The Chairman would like to mention – and

apologise for - an error in the 2003 report. The

pyramidal panel at the Royal Exchange, unveiled

by Lady Soames, was sponsored by the Joint

Grand Gresham Committee, rather than solely

the Worshipful Company of Mercers.

We were sad to note the death of Charles Parker

on 18 July 2004. He was a great friend to the

Walkway in his capacity as Chairman of the

Tower Hill Improvement Trust.

We extend our sympathy to his widow, Shirley,

and to his daughter, Davina, who succeeds him as

Chairman of the Tower Hill Improvement Trust.

NEWS FROM THE TRUST

The Late John Kaye, one of our Trustees, resigned

due to ill health in April 2004, and sadly died on

14 September. He was one of the original

Trustees, appointed on the creation of the Trust in

February 1978 (of whom, happily three still

serve). John was Directing Architect at the

Directorate of Ancient Monuments and Historic

Buildings, Department of the Environment. We

send our sympathy to his widow, Elisabeth. 

John Kaye
being presented
to The Queen

John Kaye
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We appointed two new Trustees this year, and

they were introduced at the December meeting.

Both of them have been associated with the Trust

over a number of years.

Andrew Dent spent three years from 1997 in

The Queen’s Office at Buckingham Palace

working as a private secretary and head of the

small central research and planning team within

the Royal Household. He was appointed MVO.

In 2000 he moved to the Golden Jubilee Office,

where he led the team that planned the national

Jubilee celebrations in the summer of 2002.

Andrew is now Deputy Director of the National

Asylum Support Service within the Home Office.

He was particularly helpful to the Walkway Trust

during Jubilee year.

Tom Petzal was managing director of the

Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, and then the

Welsh National Opera, before becoming the

founder Director of the charity, Motability, and

co-ordinator of all the London Borough's

festivities during The Queen's Silver Jubilee,

in which he imprinted the need to celebrate upon

the most republican of councils. So successful

was he that he was recalled to do a similar job

for the 2002 Golden Jubilee.

Tom is dedicated to heritage and conservation

issues within Britain and runs his own

fundraising and development consultancy helping

arts, heritage and sports organisations all over

the country.

We are very pleased that they have both agreed to

serve as Trustees.

Our Christmas card was a specially commissioned

view of Trafalgar Square, looking down Whitehall,

and was painted for us by Arabella Hoare.

Arabella Hoare's
Christmas Card

Illustration

Andrew Dent

Tom Petzal
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THE WEBSITE

Since the Trust launched its first website in the

spring of 2002, it has been considerably revised.

Last year the special feature of 365 degree

revolving images was introduced.

The site gives the history of the Walkway, a map,

details of the various attractions along the route,

and notes on each panoramic panel. There is

also a section devoted to the latest news from

the Trust, which is continually updated.

The website is accessible on

www.jubileewalkway.com

THE MAP

Over the years, the Walkway Trust has published a

succession of maps. In 2002 an interim map was

produced for the Golden Jubilee, and a handsome

new map was created in 2003. We are currently

revising the map, to reflect changes and additions

and the new map will be ready in the summer

of 2005.

Production of the map has been made possible by

a grant from Transport for London as part of

its commitment to help complete the Walkway

which it recognises as one of London’s six

Strategic Routes.

The map is not sold, but is given away at visitor

information centres, libraries and major tourist

attractions across London. The maps prove very

popular, and since 2003, we have given away

more than 50,000 maps.

Jubilee Walkway
map illustration
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WALKWAY TRUST ACTIVITIES

Archival material relating to the Walkway has

come from the Civic Trust, from the family of the

late Neville Labovitch, from the family of the 

late Robert Shaw, and from other sources,

and is presently being sorted and catalogued.

MEETINGS

The Trust held three Trustees’ meetings in 2004.

The first was at the English Heritage London

Region Office at 23 Savile Row, on 28 January

2004, which was in effect the autumn 2003

meeting. We are grateful to Philip Davies and

Charles Wagner for their continued support for

the Trust and their assistance with arranging

this meeting.

The late Robert Shaw with
the Duke of Gloucester

Lord Foster with the Duke of Gloucester and Hugo Vickers at the panel unveiling at Trafalgar Square
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THE ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

The Annual General Meeting was held at the

Dickens Inn at St Katharine’s Docks on 30 April,

thanks to the London Borough of Tower Hamlets.

This coincided with the launch of the Good-Going

campaign, to encourage walking in London, in

partnership with Transport for London and ITV.

A further meeting was held in the ground floor

meeting room of the British Museum at 43 Russell

Square, on 17 December. We are grateful to Chris

Terrey of the British Museum for permitting this.

URBAN RENEWAL

The Walkway passes through Paternoster Square

but was temporarily diverted during the work.

The return of the historic Temple Bar from

Theobalds Park to London in its new position

in Paternoster Square was one of the exciting

achievements of the Temple Bar Trust and the

City of London in 2004.

Following completion of the environmental

improvements at the Tower of London The

Walkway has been reinstated with a more

accessible and traffic free route.

The British Museum Temple Bar

Trustees launching
the new Walkway
Map for Kids
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LONDON AT YOUR FEET:
A CELEBRATION OF WALKING

In partnership with The Prince’s Trust and

Transport for London the Trust celebrated a

walking festival in Trafalgar Square on Sunday

19th September 2004 which was attended by

more than 10,000 people. Free guided walks by

blue badge guides were organised for people

on sections of the Walkway which proved

extremely popular.

GREATER LONDON
AUTHORITY SUPPORT

The former Chairman, Sir James Swaffield,

represented the Trust at an event on the Walkway

near City Hall on the 23rd February when the

Mayor of London, Ken Livingstone, recognised

the completion of the refurbishment work of

the Walkway, commending the investment made

by the Trust, Transport for London, private

businesses and the managing authorities.

The Mayor committed himself to encouraging

Walking for London by making resources available

through the Borough Spending Plan process, as

part of his Transport Strategy.

National Walking Day Trafalgar Square
© Transport for London

The Mayor of London with Sir James Swaffield

National Walking Day
© Transport for London
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THE FUTURE

St Pancras Station is shortly to be opened as

the Eurostar terminal, bringing a large influx of

visitors to that part of London, and causing

consequent and much needed development.

Brunswick Centre is also in the process of

being refurbished and we look forward to the

enhancement opportunities for the Walkway.

The Trust is looking forward to working with the

relevant authorities to improve the crossing at

Parliament Square as part of the proposed

World Square investment plans.

In partnership with English Heritage and the

City of Westminster the Trust is looking forward

to a solution which improves the accessibility at

Goodwins Court  - the last step on the Walkway.

In liaison with Royal Parks the Trust is keen to

improve access for disabled people to the

viewpoints at Victoria Tower Gardens as part

of refurbishment plans in 2006.

Furthermore the Trust is looking forward to

working with Royal Parks to ensure the line of

the Walkway and position of our panels is added

onto their new maps when they are revised for

St James’s Park and Victoria Tower Gardens.

New benches on
Birdcage Walk

New disk at the Guildhall

New Disc at Trafalgar Square
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JUBILEE WALKWAY AUDIT

It is the goal of the Jubilee Walkway Trust to

be able to offer visitors an experience that is

walkable without the need for a map, accessible

to all and which presents the best of London life.

The Trust commissioned The Access Company

to undertake a detailed audit of the Walkway

during 2004 to independently assess the extent

to which this goal is being met and to make

recommendations where the quality and

consistency of the route could be improved.

The last audit that the Trust had undertaken was

carried out in 2002, and identified more than 30

pages of recommendations for investment by the

relevant authorities. At the time these included

the need for more than 200 new waymark discs to

be set in the ground and 80 of the existing ones

to be given attention. Effectively of the 362 discs

identified as necessary to guide people along the

Walkway less than a quarter were in a satisfactory

condition. Furthermore the audit identified the

need for 32 kerbs to be dropped; the route to be

re-aligned in six sections to minimise the places

where steps were restricting access for people

with limited mobility; and six places where safety

and security issues needed to be addressed

such as lighting in some of the underpasses on

the South Bank and road crossings on the

Bloomsbury loop.

The 2004 audit recognised that there had been

considerable investment in the Walkway since the

2002 audit, partly funded by the authorities as

part of the Golden Jubilee Celebrations, and most

notably, more recently as part of the settlement

via the Corporation of London’s Strategic Walks

Project.

Clink Street

New disk in Camden
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The Strategic Walks Project is a regional

partnership coordinated by The Corporation of

London and funded by Transport for London to

support London’s six Strategic Walking Routes.

As such it funded the completion of the Jubilee

Walkway via the Borough Spending Plan finances

in partnership with the managing authorities.

The Trust is very grateful to The Greater London

Authority, Transport for London, The Royal Parks

Agency, City of Westminster, London Borough

of Lambeth, London Borough of Southwark,

London Borough of Tower Hamlets, Corporation

of London and London Borough of Camden for

the commitment and investment that they have

dedicated to helping complete and continue

to maintain the Walkway as an exemplar

Strategic Walk.

The 2004 audit considered the following

characteristics of the Walkway:

Surface/Access: The condition of the ground

surface

Signage: The location and condition of existing

signs and discs and recommended locations for

new discs. 

Information panel: The presence and condition of

existing information boards

Appearance/litter: The overall attractiveness and

appearance of the area

Safety: The presence of any dangerous features

such as hazardous road crossings, adverse camber

or secluded areas

Tube/bus/rail links: Recommendations for links

to nearby public transport facilities

Disabled access: Specific comments on

accessibility of the route itself and features such

as cafes and toilets 

Tower Bridge

St Katharine
Docks
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The Audit Report concluded that ‘In general, the

route is an exceptionally well-planned and very

pleasant walk that makes good use of the London

pedestrian network to link many of the Capital’s

famous attractions. It is an unrivalled path

offering, without question, one of the most

rewarding walks to any Londoner or visitor’.

The report identified that the Walkway is very well

surfaced throughout and now only contains one

step at Goodwins Court in Westminster. (It is

understood that this is being looked into by

English Heritage and Westminster).

All 32 kerbs identified in the 2002 audit have

been dropped by the managing authorities.

At the time of the report the signage for the

Walkway was considered to be 93% complete.

This reflects that 229 of the waymarking discs

have been installed or improved since the

previous audit.

The Report identified the need for a further 21

discs – the majority of which reflected where

there have been recent area improvement works.

The Trust has continued to work closely with each

of the managing authorities and, following the

audit, is delighted to report that at the time of

writing only half a dozen discs are still needed.

On the whole the route is considered to feel safe,

helped by a number of significant road crossing

improvements from recommendations made in the

previous audit.

Furthermore the report recognised that two areas

previously identified as not feeling particularly

‘safe’ - around the Brunswick Centre and at Kings

Cross, are both part of large planning projects and

the Trust will be working with developers to

ensure investment in the public realm enhances

the quality of the experience for the Walkway

visitors in the areas.

Dropped kerb and tactile crossing  at Camden

The Queens Walk
at Hay's Galleria
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JUBILEE WALKWAY HISTORY

The original Silver Jubilee Walkway was laid

down in 1977 as the main feature of the work

of the Environmental Committee (under the

Chairmanship of the late Max Nicholson) set up

by the London Celebrations for The Queen’s

Silver Jubilee. Her Majesty The Queen opened it

by unveiling a plaque on the South Bank Lion, on

the night of the Thames fireworks celebrations on

9 June 1977.

Max Nicholson’s plan was to create a Walkway

that led from Leicester Square through St James’s

Park to Lambeth Bridge, across the river and to

follow the South Bank of the Thames to

Tower Bridge, crossing back to Tower Hill.

The thinking behind this was to ‘uplift the image

of the South Bank as a centre-piece of the

London scene and thus to assist and stimulate a

series of subsequent improvements.’

The Walkway received enthusiastic support from

most of the local authorities. Leicester Square was

partly pedestrianised, the Jubilee Gardens were

created on the site of the Festival of Britain (an

area which had descended into being a car park),

and gradually the Thames riverside was improved.

A new walk was opened beyond Blackfriars

Bridge, and a riverside piazza created beside

Southwark Cathedral. Eventually, though this

took some years to achieve, it became possible to

walk along the riverside of the Thames all the

way from Lambeth Bridge to Tower Bridge, with

suitable wheelchair access at key points.

Of the Walkway, Max Nicholson wrote: ‘The idea

of a city Walkway, roughly corresponding to the

nature trails which I had introduced in the

previous decades, was novel and needed both

explaining and popularising. I therefore had to

hark back to my earliest occupation as a

guide-book writer, turning out a 72 page

illustrated historical guide entitled The Silver

Jubilee Walkway together with a folder map to

show the way along it.’

Max also said that someone walking the Walkway

would have travelled through areas of London

noted for entertainment, assembly, ceremonial,

and open-air activity, and past many historic sites.

He will have been enticed from the West End onto

the South Bank and into the City. Max hoped that

‘perhaps he will be subtly changed by what he has

absorbed from this fertile heritage’.

The Silver Jubilee Walkway Trust first met on 12

February 1978, and signed the Memorandum and

Articles of Association on 12 October 1978. The

Trust was incorporated under the Companies Act

1948 to 1976 on 6 February 1979.

HRH The Duke of Gloucester became Patron of

the Trust in 1978.

The Trust’s first task was to complete the main

Walkway circuit from Leicester Square to Tower

Hill, and then to link this back to Leicester

Square. This was achieved under the guidance

of Robert Shaw, Chairman from 1978 to 1994.

The former Speaker Viscount Tonypandy
unveiling a panel in Parliament Square
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The pavement markers were upgraded, The

Queen’s Walk on the South Bank was completed

in 1994, and a spur to Euston was added. The

Bloomsbury Spur has since been continued to

form a loop.

The completion of ‘The Queen’s Walk’ paved the

way for the then Countryside Commission to

adopt the route as part of the Thames Path

National Trail in 1984, the Trail being opened in

1996. The Trust maintains a close liaison with

the Countryside Agency via the Thames Path

Working Party.

Panoramic panels were introduced in 1980, not

only on the Walkway itself, but also on the

Embankment and on many of London’s bridges to

identify the buildings along the way. These have

been unveiled by Her Majesty The Queen,

HRH The Prince of Wales, HRH The Duke of

Gloucester, President Nelson Mandela (during

his State Visit to Britain in 1996), and other

distinguished figures.

Much of the Walkway’s work was undertaken by

the Greater London Council (together with the

Inner London Education Authority) until 1986.

From the start, local authorities have played a

vital role in assisting the Walkway’s work on the

ground, and the Trust’s Technical Committee

coordinates improvements and enhancements in

partnership with the Greater London Authority,

financed by Transport for London.

In 1982 the Walkway won a Europa Nostra

Award.

In 2000 the Millennium Spur was added

running the Walkway along Birdcage Walk, in

St James’s Park, to Buckingham Palace and

to the panel installed as part of the

Queen’s Golden Wedding celebrations.

In 2002, the year of The Queen’s Golden Jubilee,

the Jubilee Walkway was completely refurbished.

A survey identified where new pavement discs

were needed, and almost all the panoramic panels

were either updated or replaced in order to reflect

the changes in London’s skyline. Gold pavement

discs were placed in several places, one near

Guildhall where The Queen lunched on Golden

Jubilee day, three near the Poultry panel which

The Queen unveiled on 24 October 2002 to mark

the completion of the work, and a further one on

the South Bank to mark the unveiling of a panel

by HRH The Duke of Gloucester for St Martin’s

Property Group.

In 2003, the Walkway Trust further

commemorated The Queen’s Golden Jubilee by

creating the Golden Jubilee Mall link from

Buckingham Palace down the Mall to

Horseguards Approach.The Queen opened this on

the 50th anniversary of her Coronation, by

unveiling a double panoramic panel opposite

Marlborough House, and the route is marked

with six gold pavement discs in the ground.

The Queen in Leicester Square
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2004 2003

£ £ £ £

Restricted Unrestricted Total Total

I N C O M I N G  R E S O U RC E S

Donations: Viewing Panels – – – 26,025

General – 282 282 732

Grant: Lottery Heritage 2,295 – 2,295 20,655

Transport for London – 15,050 15,050 142,175

Interest: Charities Deposit Fund – 1,107 1,107 742

Total Incoming Resources 2,295 16,439 18,734 190,329

R E S O U RC E S  E X P E N D E D

Direct Charitable Expenditure

Viewing Panels – 9,526 9,526 29,715

Refurbishment Programme – 2,150 2,150 8,125

Promotion: General – 7,270 7,270 11,942

Maps – 3,909 3,909 40,083

Video – 8,649 8,649 14,316

Website – 1,989 1,989 28,275

Educational – – – 19,225

Other Expenditure

Fund Raising – – 4,526 4,526 10,117

Management and Administration – 3,913 3,913 4,050

Total Resources Expended – 41,932 41,932 165,848

Net Incoming/(Outgoing)

Resources 2,295 (25,493) (23,198) 24,481

Unrealised Profit (Loss) 

on Investment – 2,210 2,210 2,827

Net Movement in Funds 2,295 (23,283) (20,988) 27,308

Balances brought forward at

1 January 2004 (2,295) 68,688 66,393 39,086

Balances carried forward at

31 December 2004 – 45,405 45,405 66,394

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2004
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2004 2003

£ £ £ £

Restricted Unrestricted Total Total

Fixed Assets

Investment (note 2) – 23,001 – 20,791

Current Assets

Cash

Charities Deposit Fund 20,685 – 33,578 –

National Westminster Bank

Current Account 1,719 – 12,025 –

– 22,404 – 45,603

T O TA L  A S S E T S – 45,405 – 66,394

Funds

Unrestricted – 45,405 – 68,689

Restricted (note 4) – – – (2,295)

T O TA L  F U N D S – 45,405 – 66,394

See over for Notes to the Accounts

BALANCE SHEET

AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2004

Hugo Vickers G. U. Price CPFA
Chairman Honorary Treasurer

For the year ended 31 December 2004 the company’s turnover was less than £90,000 but for the year ended

31 December 2003 the company was entitled to exemption under section 249a(2) of the Companies Act

1985, as the company was a charity with a turnover between £90,000 and £250,000.

No members have required the company to obtain an audit of its accounts for the year in question in

accordance with section 249b(2)

The directors acknowledge their responsibility for:

I. Ensuring the company keeps accounting records which comply with section 221 and

II. Preparing accounts which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the company as at the end

of its profit or loss for the financial year in accordance with section 226, and which otherwise comply

with the requirements of the Companies Act relating to accounts, so far as applicable to the company.
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1. These Accounts have been prepared under the historic cost convention and in accordance with

applicable accounting standards and the Statement of Recommended Practice on Accounting by

Charities

2. The Investment is represented by 411.39 COIF Accumulative Shares and is shown at market value.

3. Trustees’ expenses of £1,509 (2003 £674) were reimbursed to members of the executive Committee in

the year to 31 December 2004

4. Restricted Funds comprise:

5. The grant of £2,295 from the Heritage Lottery Fund was restricted to expenditure associated with the

new Jubilee Walkway Map coupled with an educational resource component, which had been incurred

in the previous year.

H O N O R A RY  AU D I T O R’ S  R E P O RT

a) The accounts of the company for the financial year to the 31 December 2004 are in agreement with

the accounting records kept by the company under section 221 of the Companies Act 1985; and

b) Having regard only to, and on the basis, of the information in those accounting records, these accounts

have been drawn up in a manner consistent with the provisions of the Act as specified in subsection

(6) of section 249C, so far as applicable to the company.

c) Having regard only to, and on the basis of, the information in the accounting records, the company

satisfied the requirements of section 249A(4) for the financial year in question, and did not fall within

section 249B(1) (a) to (f) at any time within the financial year.

In my opinion the above accounts and accompanying notes are in accordance with books and records of

the Jubilee Walkway Trust as at 31.12.2004 and of its incoming resources and application of resources for

the year then ended.

-

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2004

£ £ £ £

Balance Balance
at 1.1.04 Income Expenditure at 31.12.04

Heritage Lottery Fund (2,295) 2,295 – –

P. A. Dowsett
Chartered Accountant

30 March 2005

The Queen in The Mall celebrating 
The 50th Anniversary of her Coronation


